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Introduction 

 
This document details the aftercare strategy for the Stobswood Group of sites.  

The aftercare scheme should be read in conjunction with the as-built Restoration Plan, 

drawing no: 173/D03L. 

 

The Restoration Plan and Strategy excludes the haul road and the land at Butterwell disposal 

Point.  There are issues regarding the ownership and retention of the bridge over the Intercity 

rail line and until this is resolved the design of the landform cannot be determined.  Harworth 

Estates, as land owner of the site, intend to submit a restoration design for the haul road to the 

former Butterwell DP in conjunction with Mineral Planning Authority. 

 

The aftercare scheme provides a basis for the management of the land for a 5-year period 

following the replacement of soils (Agriculture). Where woodland forms the end use of the 

land, aftercare will be extended to a period of 10 years and in the area identified as North 

Stobswood, aftercare will be extended to a period of 15 years (wetland). This framework will 

be supplemented by a detailed programme of works that will be presented each year in the 

Annual Aftercare Report. An annual aftercare meeting will be held in order that the MPA and 

UKCSMR Ltd can discuss the programme and catalogue the outstanding rehabilitation 

process at the site. 
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Rehabilitation and Aftercare 
 

 

 

Initial Surface Drainage (all areas) 

Water runoff from the restored areas will be controlled by surface grips during the operational 

phase of restoration. Initial agricultural drainage will be designed and installed during the first 

year of aftercare to control surface run-off and prevent soil erosion. Where surface ditches 

adjoin a proposed hedgerow the excavated materials will be used to prepare a hedge cam. 

Carrier drains and watercourse crossings will be installed as required during the initial 

drainage phase. The drainage design will be integrated with the establishment of the water 

bodies and reedbeds in order that flows and levels are appropriately controlled. 

 

Where reasonably practicable a field water supply will be installed within each agricultural 

enclosure within the aftercare period unless otherwise agreed by the Mineral Planning 

Authority.  

 

Fencing (all areas) 
Fencing will be installed during the first years of aftercare unless agreed by the Mineral 

Planning Authority. Fencing around the agricultural enclosures and woodlands will be 

constructed using timber post and wire mesh fencing shown on drawing no: UKC/LR01/c and 

UKC/LR01e. Gates and pedestrian access points will also be installed during fencing 

operations. (UKC/LR/12a and UKC/LR13a 

 

 

Initial cultivation and seeding  

(All areas with the exception of the species rich, lagoon and wetland habitats) 

 

Following soils replacement all areas will be picked of stones and foreign materials to remove 

debris that could impede cultivation, drainage and cropping of the land. The soils will be 

cultivated and sown with the appropriate seed mixtures. Fertilisers will be applied to the 

seedbed as required to promote the establishment of the initial sward or ground cover. The 

management of soil nutrients in the agricultural enclosures will be reviewed annually for five 

years. Fertilizer applications will be selected to suit the crops and the current soil nutrient 

status in each enclosure, in accordance with best practice detailed in MAFF publication 

RB209 Fertiliser Recommendations.  Where a diverse species rich sward is the desired end 

use it is anticipated that fertilisers will not be routinely applied. 

 

 

Agricultural Land 

 

Initial seeding and crop management - arable quality agricultural land 

During the aftercare period that the agricultural land within the Stobswood site will support a 

combination of grassland and arable crops. In the initial phase of aftercare it is proposed to 

manage the agricultural land as temporary grassland by cultivating the replaced soils and 

sowing a short-term grass seeds mixture comprising intermediate and late heading varieties of 

perennial rye grass. A typical blend is detailed below: 

Lasso / Profit perennial rye grass 26.0% 

Fennema perennial rye grass 29.0% 
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Premium perennial rye grass 21.0% 

Orion perennial rye grass  24.0%  

     Sowing Rate   42kg/ha 

 

The resulting sward will be utilised for silage or hay cropping with the potential for aftermath 

grazing by cattle or sheep. 

 

Under drainage - arable quality agricultural land 

It is proposed to install an under drainage scheme in the agricultural fields. The system will be 

designed by an appropriately qualified person and submitted to the MPA. It is proposed that 

the under drainage will be installed where reasonably practicable in a phased manner.  

Following the installation of under drainage the enclosures will be sub soiled to a depth of 

0.45m. The rips will be at 0.60m spacing across the drains.  The land will subsequently be 

cultivated and seeded with a winter cereal or long term rye grass and clover mixture. 

 

Soil nutrient and crop management- arable quality agricultural land 

Sampling will be undertaken in each enclosure to establish the acidity (pH), levels of 

phosphate, potash and magnesium in the soil. A nutrient plan will then be prepared in order 

that fertilisers may be applied to each field according to the crop utilisation and nutrient status 

of the soil. These applications will be made in accordance with current best practice detailed 

in MAFF publication RB209 Fertiliser Recommendations.  

 

All fields will be subject to on-going assessment and treatments will be made as required to 

maintain good sward or crop health. Noxious weeds, pests or diseases will be treated as 

required as part of the aftercare management at the site. 

 

Field boundaries  

It is proposed to plant new hedgerows to form the boundaries of the agricultural enclosures as 

detailed on drawing ref; 173/D03L. Where a raised planting position is required a cam will be 

prepared by ploughing or by placing of materials generated during ditch construction. The 

hedges will then be planted in the first available winter using the species mixture below: 

Hawthorn  Crataegus monogyna  70% 

Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa    8% 

Hazel  Corylus avellana    5% 

Holly  Ilex aquifolium    5% 

Guelder rose Viburnum opulus    5% 

Crab apple  Malus sylvestris    5% 

Dog rose  Rosa canina      2% 

 

Oak, ash and wild cherry will be planted as hedgerow trees in 1.2m tree shelters at random 

intervals equating to one tree per 20 metre run of hedge. 

 

All hedgerow species will be 0.40 – 0.60m undercut stock or transplants (except the holly 

which will be container grown) planted in two staggered rows at a density of six plants per 

metre.  

 

Hedgerow maintenance will be undertaken to control grass and weed competition. Herbicide 

applications will be made according to the type and growth stage of any weeds present. Hand 
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or mechanical weeding will also be undertaken as required. Failed plants will be beaten up as 

part of the maintenance operations. 

 

 

Conservation headlands - arable quality agricultural land 

Where the agricultural land is used for arable cropping the field margins will be improved 

with the establishment of conservation headlands. A margin of at least six metres will be 

created by sowing a supplementary seeds mixture comprising fine grasses and herb species: 

Red fescue                             Festuca rubra 30% 

Sheep’s fescue Festuca ovina 15% 

Common bent Agrostis capillaris 15% 

Smooth meadow grass Poa pratensis 10% 

Meadow fescue Festuca pratensis 20% 

Birds foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus   4% 

Yarrow Achillea millefolium   1% 

Ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare   1% 

Knapweed Centaurea nigra               1% 

Common vetch Vicia sativa   4% 

Sowing rate 25kg/ha 

 

To achieve a gradual transition from hedgerows to the cropped area it is proposed that, after 

the seeds have been shed, the inside (crop side) half of the conservation headland will be 

mown annually. The outer (hedge side) half will be cut on a one year in five rotation. This 

will provide a combination of a floristic diversity and structure, leaving a rough habitat with 

tussocks immediately adjacent to the hedgerows.  

 

The conservation headlands will not be subject to fertilizer application and herbicide 

treatment will be restricted to spot application or weed wiper treatment to control noxious 

weeds. 

 

Skylark plots - arable quality agricultural land 

Where the agricultural land is used for arable cropping it is proposed to include un-drilled 

skylark plots in the cropped areas to enhance the wildlife potential of the site. Plots will be no 

greater than 12 metres in length and at a density not exceeding two per hectare. 

 

Species Rich Grassland 

 

Large enclosures - Species rich grassland (SRG 2 to 8). 

The larger species rich grassland areas will be cultivated in the same manner as the arable 

quality agricultural fields. Seeding will then be undertaken to commence the establishment of 

traditional neutral grassland, consistent with the MG5 Cynosurus cristatus – Centaurea nigra 

community using the typical seeds mixture detailed below: 

Red fescue                             Festuca rubra 30% 

Crested dogstail                       Cynosurus cristatus 10% 

Sheep’s fescue Festuca ovina 13% 

Cocksfoot Dactylus glomereta   5% 

Common bent Agrostis capillaris 15% 

Sweet vernal grass                  Anthoxanthum odoratum   5% 

Creeping bent                         Agrostis stolonifera   5% 



Aftercare Strategy Stobswood Group of Sites – As submitted 3rd February 2017 

7 

 

Smooth meadow grass Poa pratensis   2% 

Birds foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus   2% 

Ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata   4%  

Red Clover Trifolium pratense   2%  

Yarrow Achillea millefolium   1% 

Self heal Prunella vulgaris 0.5% 

Ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare    1% 

Tormentil Potentilla erecta      0.5% 

Yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor     3% 

White clover Trifolium repens      0.5% 

Knapweed Centaurea nigra    0.5% 

Sowing rate 30kg/ha. 

 

 

Where the control of arable or noxious weeds is likely to be a significant management 

consideration the grass species will be established first and the herb species will be introduced 

to the sward following weed treatment. 

 

Small enclosures - Species rich grassland. 

The small areas of species rich grassland (situated within the wetland on the North Extension 

and within the woodland that is adjacent to the main water course through the main site) shall 

be created in a different manner.  On these areas no topsoil will be applied.  The land will not 

be subject to an application of fertiliser. The species rich seed mix will be applied to a rate of 

15kg/ha. If the ground is eroding then the MPA and the County Ecologist will be consulted 

before remedial measures are initiated.  Small scrapes (between 30m2 and 200m2) to a depth 

of between 0.3m-1m will be created adjacent to the main water bodies.  The scrapes will be 

seasonally wet and will not be seeded or subject to applications of fertilizer. Scrapes detailed 

on the Restoration drawing are indicative only and will be created prior to restoration 

inspections for the approval of the MPA.  

 

 

Seasonal Wet Pasture (SWP) 

 

An area of seasonal wet pasture has been created to the south of the wetland in the North 

Extension of the site.  It will become a permanent pasture with patches of wet grassland.  

Water retention will be controlled by restrictions through the elevated cam which will 

separate the pasture from the wetland. Together with the adjacent wetland this area will have 

good ecological potential and create exciting opportunities for wetland creation and 

restoration. Traditionally including willow and alder this will herald the return of arable land 

to pasture. 

 

Initial seeding and crop management – seasonal wet pasture 

It is proposed to cultivate and sow the wet pasture enclosure using the typical grass seeds 

mixture detailed below to establish a sward similar to those found in damp areas where MG6 

Lolio – Cynosuretum grassland overlaps with Holcus – Deschampsia communities: 

Red fescue Festuca rubra 20% 

Meadow fescue Festuca pratensis 15% 

Rough meadow grass Poa trivialis 10% 

Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus 10% 
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Crested dogstail Cynosurus cristatus   5% 

Tufted hair grass Deschampsia caespitosa 8% 

Perennial rye grass Lolium perenne 20% 

Sweet vernal grass                 Anthoxanthum odoratum  5% 

Brown top bent Agrostis capillaries 5% 

White clover Trifolium repens    2% 

Sowing rate 35kg/ha 

 

It is envisaged that the wet pasture enclosures will be managed by grazing with cattle and 

sheep during the summer period in line with current agri-environment schemes. 

 

Wetland Margins 

 

Initial seeding - wetland margins 

It is proposed to establish a wet grassland margin around the water bodies and reedbeds. 

Where required to achieve this margin the seeds mixture to be sown will be: 

Red fescue Festuca rubra 25% 

Meadow fescue Festuca pratensis 15% 

Rough meadow grass Poa trivialis 10% 

Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus 15% 

Crested dogstail Cynosurus cristatus 10% 

Tufted hair grass Deschampsia caespitosa 7% 

Sweet vernal grass                 Anthoxanthum odoratum   4% 

Brown top bent Agrostis capillaris     6% 

Birdsfoot trefoil Lotus corniculatus    3% 

Ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata 5% 

Sowing rate 30kg/ha 

 

It is envisaged that this mixture will assist in the development of a sward similar in 

composition to that which occurs in the wetter margins of MG5 meadows. This type of 

grassland will be managed to promote the development of an uneven sward that will be 

particularly valuable as nesting cover and shelter for wading birds. Low intensity grazing by 

cattle will be allowed in late summer to reduce the sward and allow the minor species to 

develop. Mowing will only be carried out if necessary to maintain the structure and diversity 

of the sward. 

 

Marsh and wetland areas 

 

Natural regeneration of wetland and aquatic species will be encouraged, however where 

supplementary planting is required it is proposed to plant the marshland areas with aquatic 

species which are consistent with the NVC S4a Phragmites australis swamp community. 

Phragmites will be sourced from local ponds in order to help sustain the genetic integrity of 

the habitat. The precise composition of the aquatic planting will be dependent on the structure 

of the donor ponds or commercially available materials; however the target proportions of the 

main species are detailed below: 

 

Common reed  Phragmites australis 90% 

Yellow flag   Iris pseudacorus   5% 

Lesser spearwort  Ranunculus flammula   5% 
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Common reed areas will be separate from reed sweetgrass to avoid competition and loss of 

the minor species. It is also anticipated that the transfer of plants may add to the potential for 

invertebrates that may be associated with the donor material to colonise the new wetlands. 

The planting locations in each of the wetland areas will be agreed with the County Ecologist 

prior to the works taking place. 

 
At the interface of the marshland and wet grassland it is envisaged that a transitional 

marshland community will develop. Rushes (Juncus spp) and sedges (Carex spp) will be 

introduced as required to further develop this habitat. 

 

Reed bed 

 

The main reed bed has been created on the western margin of the site.  The contours are slack 

to facilitate the retention of shallow water (depth < 0.5m).    

 

Rough, tussock grass and wet grasslands have developed naturally on the adjacent area 

(WG1).  These areas will be retained. The new area of the reed beds will merge with the 

established rough grassland areas and the new ground will be sealed with impervious, 

compacted clays and overlain by subsoil. 

 

The water level will be established in a short period and reeds will be planted to encourage 

natural growth of the reed bed. The proposed reed bed area will be divided into three sections.  

The first section in the west, i.e. adjacent to the water inlet, will be planted with phragmites at 

a density of one plant at 0.5m centres; the middle section will be planted with plugs at 0.75m 

centres and plants in the final section, i.e. eastern outlet, will be planted at1m centres.  Whilst 

the reed bed will not be densely planted this planting density will allow for natural succession 

to take place. A small quantity of reed sets will be sourced from the site but the majority will 

be supplied from local provenance by nurseries from the north of England. 

 

The beds will be inspected and maintained to ensure that rampant and invasive species, e.g. 

reed sweetgrass and soft rush, do not colonise the reed beds prior to the establishment of the 

phragmites. 

 

Open Water 

 

It is proposed that the open water areas and adjacent wetlands will be developed as a nature 

reserve north of the C117. It is proposed to shape the open water areas to provide a range of 

bank angles and heights.  Gradients will vary from 5o- 35o from the horizontal and the waters 

edge will be enhanced by the excavation of bays and spurs.  This will encourage 

diversification in the flora and fauna.  Water to supply the ponds will originate from a 

catchment that includes the highway and land drainage from the south of the road. The water 

level will be maintained during the winter but during prolonged periods of dry weather the 

water level will recede to expose muddy margins which are attractive to wading species.  

Water depths will range from approximately 0m to 3.0m to ensure that an area of unfrozen 

water is retained throughout the year.  The shallow water will chill and warm with the seasons 

and create a habitat suitable for breeding amphibians.  The shallowest areas will grade into an 

expanse of seasonally wet mud that will encourage feeding by over wintering waders.  Some 
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bays will be partially dressed with topsoil into the pond with the remaining bays composed of 

gravel/ shingle at the high watermark. 

Whilst the ponds are undergoing construction, localised adjustment and fine-tuning of the 

designs to complement the adjoining land may be undertaken in agreement with the County 

Ecologist.  

 

Watercourses 

 

The watercourses will have a variety of bank heights and angles to maximise opportunities for 

colonisation by riparian plants.  Short stretches of bank over 1.2m in height and at an angle of 

60-80o from horizontal will be constructed to encourage burrowing by water voles. The steep 

slopes will be protected from erosion and in part dressed with coir roll. Other stretches will be 

shallower and more gently sloping so that water flows will be slower and less erosive.  

Natural colonization will be encouraged although Phragmites and other suitable species will 

be sourced from local ponds or watercourses in order to help sustain the genetic integrity of 

the habitat.  The donor plants will be distributed at appropriate locations along the 

watercourse. Undesirable species will be periodically removed as required.   

 

The overall gradient of the stream is very shallow however if there is a risk of erosion of the 

watercourse, effected areas of the bed will be dressed with random stone sourced from the 

stone picking operations.   

 

To add to the variety of the habitat along the length of the watercourse there will be shallow 

ponds, short rapids and stony areas. These features will be created during construction but 

will also develop naturally as the deep backfill settles and compacts.  

 

Indicative sections of the ponds margins are attached. 

 

Water  features  (W2, W3 and W4) 
 

Three water features have been created along the main watercourse.  The ponds have very 

shallow grades around the periphery.  This feature is to facilitate the development of marginal 

species and the edges will migrate and advance with the seasons.  Scrapes, as described in the 

section for species rich grassland, will increase the ecological value of the wetlands. 

 

Woodland 

 

Initial seeding and crop management – woodland 

Following soils replacement the woodland areas will be sown with a mixture of fine grass 

(see below). The grasses will help to stabilise the soils and provide initial ground cover. 

Browntop bent Agrostis capillaris  30% 

Creeping red fescue  Festuca rubra  40% 

Chewings fescue   Festuca rubra spp commutata 30% 

Sowing rate 30kg/ha 

 

Rides and glades between the planted areas will then be identified and a more diverse sward 

will be promoted by the spreading of species rich hay brash or over-sowing with seeds from 

the list below: 

Smooth meadow grass Poa pratensis     
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Crested dogstail                     Cynosurus cristatus   

Sweet vernal grass                Anthoxanthum odoratum   

Cocksfoot Dactylus glomereta      

Common bent Agrostis stolonifera    

Wood meadow grass Poa nemoralis     

Self heal Prunella vulgaris    

Hedge woundwort Stachys sylvatica  

Foxglove Digitalis purpurea   

Knapweed Centaurea nigra   

White campion Silene latifolia    

Herb Robert Geranium robertianum   

Red campion Silene dioica      

Ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare   

Wood sage Teucrium scorodonia     

Greater stitchwort Stellaria holostea    

Tufted vetch Vicia cracca  

 

The rides and glades in the woodland compartments will be mown in the first year of aftercare 

to assist sward establishment. A mowing regime will be established by which specific areas 

are cut on a one-year in three rotations. This will allow a range of rough, grassland with 

tussocks to develop that will maintain a range of cover throughout the aftercare period. 

 

Tree Planting – Woodland 

When the grass sward is established in the woodland compartments the planting sites will be 

mown.  Ground preparation will be programmed for the autumn. The woodland compartments 

will be ripped using a winged tine subsoiler to 0.45m depth at centres appropriate to the 

planting densities.  

 

The predominant woodland type to be established on site will utilise species consistent with 

those that naturally occur in the NVC W10a Quercus robur – Pteridium aquilinum – Rubus 

fruiticosus typical sub community. The oak – birch stands will be established using the 

species mixture detailed below in the core areas of compartments  W1, W2, W3, W4, W5, 

W8, W9, W10, W11a, W11b and southern section of W11e, W12 a & c, W13, W14b & 

W14c,   

Pedunculate / sessile oak Quercus robur / petraea 30% 

Silver birch Betula pendula 40% 

Common alder Alnus glutinosa 15% 

Woodland edge species*   15%   

(*See below) 
 

The oak will be planted in clusters or groups of at least 30, located at final crop spacing, 

whilst the remaining birch and alder will be planted as an intimate mixture between the 

groups of oak. The alder is a sacrificial nurse crop and will eventually die back or be managed 

to promote the growth of the oak and birch. Cluster planting in clumps varying in size from 7- 

50m in width, as promoted in the Forestry Commission Bulletin 112, will be adopted although 

overcrowding will be avoided.  To create structural variations and variations in factors such as 

shading glades between groups will be established as a feature of the woodlands.  In the short 

term the spaces will be utilised to assist in the management of the resource.  
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Rowan and wild cherry will be located as amenity trees along woodland edges and ride sides. 

In addition to the above species supplementary groups of ash (Fraxinus excelsior) will be 

planted in less exposed, freely draining locations. 

 

The proposed woodland edge species will be located in mixed species groups of at least 25 

selected from the list below. These groups will be feathered into the outside 15 metres of the 

main woodland blocks to provide a varied woodland edge and initial understorey. Selected 

sections of woodlands will have no edge planting in accordance with Forestry Commission 

Woodland Design Guidelines in order to provide walkers and users of the plantations with a 

variety of views. 

 

*Proposed edge species for oak- birch woodlands: 

Hawthorn   Crataegus monogyna  

Hazel   Corylus avellana  

Blackthorn   Prunus spinosa  

Guelder rose  Viburnum opulus 

Crab apple   Malus sylvestris  

Rowan    Sorbus aucuparia 

Wild Cherry  Prunus avium 

Holly   Ilex aquifolim 

Bird cherry   Prunus padus 

Gorse   Ulex europeaus 

   

All bare root species will be planted as 0.40-0.60m transplants or undercut stock at a density 

of 1300 stems per hectare. Holly and gorse will be container grown.   

 

The oak – birch woodlands located immediately south of the C117 road (sub-compartments 

W11e (north section) W11f and W11g will include Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris) 

predominantly as a nurse crop. This species will occupy up to 12% of the overall planting 

mixture and will aid the transition in landscape from the adjoining coniferous stands and also 

increase the potential food source for red squirrels in the locality. A coniferous nurse crop will 

provide extra shelter to the broadleaf trees thereby aiding early establishment in visually 

prominent areas. Pine trees will be excluded from riparian zones and watercourse margins in 

accordance with current Forestry Commission Forest and Water Guidelines.  

 

It is proposed to establish an alder and willow dominated woodland in compartments W6, 

W11c, W12b, W14 & W19, and along the watercourse margins. The proposed species 

composition of this planting has been selected to reflect that which would naturally occur 

within the NVC W6 Alnus glutinosa – Urtica dioca woodland community: 

Common alder  Alnus glutinosa 15% 

Crack willow  Salix fragilis 15% 

Goat willow  Salix caprea 20% 

Grey willow  Salix cinerea 10% 

Aspen  Populus tremula   5% 

Downy birch  Betula pubescense 20% 

Ash  Fraxinus excelsior 10% 

Hawthorn  Crataegus mongyna   5% 
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In addition, native black poplar (Populus nigra var. betulifolia) will be planted in selected 

visually prominent locations subject to the availability of local provenance growing stock. 

 

All species will be planted as 0.40-0.60m transplants or undercut stock. In order to allow 

increased light to reach the watercourses and understorey of these woodlands initial planting 

will be at a density of 1100 stems per hectare. A less densely wooded riparian zone will also 

favour colonization by water voles. 

 

Where the woodland encroaches on the main watercourse there will be a 10m standoff to 

prevent excessive shading of the water. In addition the plan indicates woodland edge species 

will be planted to ensure diversity and interest against the water. 

 

All woodland compartments will be protected from livestock by fencing and where necessary 

from browsing by wild mammals, by the fitting of individual tree shelters. The compartments 

will be assessed during the aftercare period and maintenance works will be undertaken as 

required to control weeds. Herbicide applications will be made according to the type and 

growth stage of any weeds present to maintain a one-metre diameter weed free spot around all 

trees. Hand or mechanical weeding may also be undertaken as required. Failed plants will be 

beaten up as required as part of the maintenance operations. 

 

Robin Hood Wood 

 

It is proposed to initiate a Management Plan for Robin Hood Wood in which the regeneration 

of native species will be promoted.  Invasive or non-native species will be removed as part of 

the management operations. The development of a diverse understorey will be encouraged. 

The woodland will be fenced off to exclude livestock and other grazing animals such as 

rabbits in order to reduce grazing pressure. 

 

The Karva Borehole 

 

The borehole adjacent to Karva Woodcraft was established as a well to dewater the strata in 

advance of the opencast excavation.  The Coal Authority has requested that the borehole is 

made available for ongoing monitoring of the ground water table. The borehole will be 

secured to prevent vandalism. 

 

Footpaths, bridleways and public access routes 

 

A network of public footpaths and bridleways has been constructed as part of the restoration 

scheme. The route of the former unclassified road (U6003) has been reinstated as a Restricted 

Byway as detailed on drawing. Statutory approval has been granted for the change in status. 

 

Original footpaths and bridleways will be re-established but there will be a considerable 

increase in the number of tracks, footpaths and bridleways available for public access. User 

groups have been consulted and short circular routes has been established to encourage a 

variety of users to access the facilities. Longer circular routes and routes through the site will 

also be established.  The scenic routes have been selected to take in the higher locations 

whilst shorter routes nearer to the village take in the water features and wildlife ponds. 

Footpath and bridleway markers will be installed.  
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Bridleways have been constructed using re-cycled aggregates where available with 

approximately 0.225m of consolidated sub-base material. Should an additional topping layer 

be required, the bridleways will be surfaced with crushed limestone, concrete or road planings 

to give a usable surface of 3 metres in width. The surface has been graded to allow water to 

shed from the bridleway. Public footpaths with pedestrian access only will be on a grass 

surface or mown strip within arable fields and woodland. Culverts of appropriate sizes will be 

installed where watercourses or drainage ditches have to be crossed. Handrails or fencing will 

be constructed above the culverts where required for safety.  

 

Stiles (UKC/LR/13a) will be installed on the more remote footpaths but gates (UKCL/R/12a) 

will be installed along the more popular routes. 

 

3rd February 2017 

 

 


